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The Process

The main contractor BAM Ferrovial Kier Joint Venture, constructed individual plywood 
decks for each former, which were then lined with medium density overlay board 
(MDO) which created the fair faced � nish of the concrete ribs. The formers were then 
lowered through the structural steel frame onto the plywood deck. The holes created 
for the lifting tie rods were then � lled with die cut discs of the same material used to 
skin the units. To produce the edges of the concrete ribs between the ceiling voids, 
skirting details were added to the MDO board before the reinforcement was � xed and 
the concrete was poured. To aid striking the formers a coupler plate was � xed into 
the  top of  each unit to which a threaded bar was connected, enabling them to be 
removed safely from below.

Summary

The success of the project was a result 
of collaboration between all parties 
to develop a formwork solution that 
achieved the Architect’s desired � nish, 
accommodated the strict site access 
restrictions and was cost e� ective.
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